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ARC stands for 
American Reading 
Company.

ARC is the reading 
curriculum being used 
to enhance all 
Kindergarten, 1st 
Grade, and 3rd Grade 
classrooms in Forsyth 
County.



Within ARC, the following components help enhance your child’s literacy 
instruction:
❖ Morning Meetings
❖ Morning Messages
❖ Interactive Read-Alouds
❖ Readers’ Workshop Structure
❖ Power Goal Practice
❖ Independent Reading
❖ Responses to Reading
❖ Music/Drama/Poetry
❖ Phonics Practice
❖ Conferencing/Conferring (ARC and Jennifer Serravallo)

In addition, teachers will continue the best practices already put in place:
❖ Units of Study in Writing (Lucy Calkins)
❖ Small-Group Explicit Instruction
❖ Reading Strategies (Jennifer Serravallo)



All students in Kindergarten, 1st 
Grade, and Third Grade will be 
fully assessed as readers using a 
NEW diagnostic called IRLA - 
Independent Reading Leveling 
Assessment.

Teachers will be able to pinpoint 
gaps and strengths in:
● Phonetic Application
● Foundational skills
● Engagement
● Comprehension/Inferencing



ARC involves a HUGE 
focus on reading and 
rereading of books.

ARC WILL GROW 
your child as a reader 
at school and at 
home.



Students find patterns 
in books and learn to 
write like the patterns 
that they read.

Mentor authors are 
studied in each grade 
level.



ARC lessons put the 
emphasis back on what the 
child CAN do.

Teachers practice alongside 
the students with what they 
CAN do while gently nudging 
them to new skills as a reader.

The pace may feel a bit slower 
for the goal is that students 
will be able to apply reading 
skills to ALL TEXTS that they 
come across.



All students will come to know their current reading color 
zone or level. Books in these color zones are specifically 
designed to support the skills currently needing practice.  
These will be known as “practice books” or their “dinner 
choice.”



Students will also continue to have time spent reading in 
books of choice from the classroom library.  These books 
are for pleasure, for interest, for free-choice reading...and 
may be considered the “dessert” choice.



Why reading 
and rereading?
Why easier 
texts?

It’s simple: 
practice and 
volume.
Even in today’s world of technology, we 
need to practice the basic skills of reading 
over and over again in order to effectively 
apply them to ALL texts and that includes 
technology.



Practice theories apply to reading and writing.

Think soccer.

Think swimming.

Think a musical instrument.

Think trying out a new recipe.

We ask that you 
prioritize practice for 
reading like you 
would for a sport.



What can you do at 
home to support 
these reading 
goals?

All students in kindergarten, 1st 
grade, and 3rd grade will come 
to have an initial POWER 
GOAL.  This is the exact thing 
they are working on as a reader. 
Ask: What is your power goal?
All students are working up to 
TWO 15-MINUTE blocks of 
sustained, uninterrupted 
independent reading.



Students will select and 
choose books at school 
for at-home reading.

These books need to be 
read, reread, and talked 
about each day at 
home.

Other books can be 
read, as well, working 
up to 30 minutes each 
night.



You will know which books to 
start with because they will be 
found in your child’s blue book 
bag or blue folder with a bag.

The bag and books or folder and 
books will go home each night 
and come back to school each 
morning.

Other students will read the 
books, so it is IMPERATIVE that 
the books come back each day.

NAME



1 step = 15 minutes

Because PRACTICE, 
TIME SPENT READING, 
and VOLUME are at the 
core of reading 
research, students will 
LOG each time they read 
for 15 minutes.

The focus is on the 
number of minutes 
reading versus the 
number of books.



Personalized 
SKILL CARDS 
will be provided 
soon.

Look for these 
in your child’s 
reading bag or 
folder.



What questions can we answer?


